
My name is Jordan Williams and I am from Cleveland, Ohio.  As a rising senior, studying finance and 
accounting, I am writing this letter to thank you for your contribution to the Business Opportunity 
Program (BOP).  It is my hope that through my personal story, you can see how your donations are 
impacting our lives in college and beyond.  I also hope that you can see how your generosity to BOP 
has enabled Dr. Bell’s legacy to continue.

Coming from Ohio, I really did not know anything about BOP.  Luckily, one of  my high school 
teammates, Darren Young (who was a year older than me), told me about this great program at Purdue 
for talented business students. During my visit, I met with Director Darren Henry and I was able to 
meet members of  BOP 2014 which was a great experience. For me, BOP was the deciding factor 
between Ohio State, Miami of  Ohio and Howard University.  Without the support and more specifically 
the financial help that BOP provided my family, I probably would not have attended Purdue and 
would not have seen such early success.  BOP is a community/strong network of  peers.  By far, one 
of  the most beneficial aspects of  BOP is having an opportunity to learn Business etiquette from an 
experienced and passionate mentor like Darren Henry.

I am very grateful for the BOP family environment and I am proud of  being part of  BOP’s legacy of  
success.  As I look back 3+ years, BOP has helped me grow in 4 tangible ways: Socially, Globally, 
Academically, and Professionally. From a social prospective, BOP surrounded me with like-minded 
talented people and I have made lifelong friendships (within my BOP class and BOP’s alumni network).  
Even before BOP started, I was able to find a roommate for my freshman year (Kirt Matthews).  While 
participating in BOP during the summer, I also met other amazing people. My BOP roommate (David 
Day) who was from Indianapolis, helped me transition to living in Indiana. We also had a great time 
with our BOP Resident Advisor (Frank Pace) who taught us the skills we needed to thrive our freshman 
year in getting good grades, internships, and achieving overall success at Purdue. In addition to the 
academic portion of  BOP, I learned how to work, study and play with a diverse group of  people.

After BOP, opportunities kept coming faster and faster. Since Krannert is preparing us to be Global 
Business leaders, I did a study abroad in Italy where I was based in Rome, but traveled to several 
different cities during my free weekends. Study abroad was something that I always wanted to do but 
BOP pushed the idea even more and helped me get scholarships. I learned a lot about myself  like my 
strong interpersonal skills, adaptability and global leadership abilities. 

Academically, I was always a good student in high school but clearly coming to college showed me that 
I had to step up my game.  BOP taught me how to work smarter, helped me with time management, 
taught me how to prioritize, and focus on what is truly important.  During my BOP summer, several 
people in my class and I were able to achieve 4.0 GPAs.  Today, my GPA is 3.95 and two BOP students 
(Shannon Moore & Delores Robinson) and myself  are members of  the Mortar Board National Honor 
society – Barbara Cook Chapter.  This honor is only given to 40 rising seniors out of  40,000+ students 
at Purdue (across all majors).

Professionally, BOP has helped me with early success in the Business world; from how to dress 
professionally to interviewing and landing a top job.  Through BOP, I was able to intern in accounting 
and financial advisory within the Big 4 and I had the opportunity to work within a Fortune 500 
company. Before BOP, I would have never imagined myself  taking challenges like working in New York 
City, Chicago and Cincinnati.

On behalf  of  BOP students, I want to reiterate how thankful we are for your donations to the Business 
Opportunity Program. It’s your donations that have allowed us to grow into Business Leaders.  I 
am truly grateful for the BOP opportunity and I personally look forward to giving back to BOP after 
graduation.Thank you for your contributions to the Business Opportunity Program!  

Thank you again and Boiler Up! 
Jordan Williams  

BOP Class of  2015 

Dear BOP Sponsor,


